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FOREWORD 


This study - "A Comprehensive Review of the Unemployment Insurance Program" 
- is the first major empirical assessment of the impact the Unemployment 
Insurance program has had on the Canadian economy and society. It thus 
represents an important contribution to a general understanding of this social 
insurance program and its relationship to a changing social and economic 
environment. 


As a result of the Review, amendments were made to the Unemployment 
Insurance Act in 1976, and additional changes are now before Parliament 
concerning the benefit structure and the entrance requirement. 


This Review is based on information drawn from studies of the Canadian labour 
market, data on the behaviour of UI claimants, as well as analyses of the effects 
of the UI program on those claimants, and on the national economy. It examines 
the distribution of total benefits by province, occupation and industry. The 
Review also analyzes the extent to which the program has served to redistribute 
income between individual and family income groups. Finally, the study 


estimates the impact of proposed changes to the UI program's benefit structure 
and entrance requirement. 


While the Comprehensive Review provides new insights into the Unemployment 
Insurance program, it also clearly demonstrates the need for continuing in-depth 
study. Other studies of particular aspects of the Unemployment Insurance 
program will be conducted and made available in the future, with a view to 
encouraging informed, constructive debate of a major government program which 
has broad-ranging implications for the economy, as well as for individuals and 
groups at all levels of society. 


February, 1977 Bud Cullen 


Minister of Manpower 
and Immigration 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2023 with funding trom 
University of Toronto 


https://archive.org/details/31/6111/665620 
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